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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . □ This communication is responsive to the Amendment filed 12/27/2006 and the telephonic interview on 02/15/2007 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 2. 3. 6-20. 22-40. and 42-55 (now renumbered as 1-50) . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Paper NoVMail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to the Amendment filed 12/27/2006 and the telephonic 
interview on 02/1 5/2007. 

Claims 2, 3, 6-20, 22-40, and 42-55 are pending in this application. By this Examiner's 
amendment, claims 2, 6, 11, 12, 14-20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 29, 31, 32, 34-40, 43, 45, 50, 51, 
and 53-55 have been amended; and claim 5 has been cancelled. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The Applicant's Information Disclosure Statement, filed 03/29/2006, has been received, 
entered into the record, and considered. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

3. Applicant has filed a Terminal Disclaimer (on 02/16/2007) for the subject application in 
connection with U.S. Patent No. 7,149,784 and U.S. Application No. 09/684, 965 
because of the obviousness-type double patenting that exists between the applications. 
The prior double patenting rejection is withdrawn. 
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4 EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT: 



An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 

later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Andrew T. Harry (Reg. No. 56, 959) on 02/15/2007. 



The application has been amended as follows: 
In the Claims: 

(a) All previous copies of claims 2, 6, 11, 12, 14-20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 29, 31, 32, 34- 
40, 43, 45, 50, 51, and 53-55 have been replaced with the following clean copy 
of claims 2, 6, 11, 12, 14-20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 29, 31, 32, 34-40, 43, 45, 50, 51, 
and 53-55 as amended by the Examiner's amendment: 

Claim 2, A method for managing applications service provider (ASP) transactions 
between an ASP and an ASP user, comprising: 
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receiving an ASP transaction request having a user identifier from said 
user via a communications network; 

determining whether a document profile exists for said user identifier 
received, said document profile indicating at least one available ASP configured 
to perform document management; 

sending to said user a document manager interface screen based on said 
determination of whether a document profile exists, said document manager 
interface screen indicating the at least one available ASP indicated by the 
document profile; 

selecting said at least one available ASP for processing said transaction 
request from said document manager interface screen; and 

transmitting instructions for performing said transaction request, via said 
communications network, to said selected ASP which uses said instructions to 
perform said transaction request. 

Claim 6.. The method of Claim 1, wherein said step of selecting said at least one 
available ASP comprises selecting a basic ASP using said document profile 
selection received. 

Claim 11. The method of Claim 10, wherein said step of selecting said at least one 
available ASP comprises selecting a basic ASP that performs typical services 
utilized with said document type selection received. 
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Claim 12. The method of Claim 10, further comprising: 

creating a document profile based on said document type selection 
received; and 

storing said document profile in association with said user identifier in 
said local memory. 

Claim 14: The method of Claim 13, further comprising: 

sending, in response to receiving said document consultation request, said 
document manager interface screen including a document type menu to said user 
via said communications network; 

generating a document type selection from a user input to said document 
type menu; and 

receiving said document type selection via said communications network. 

Claim 15. The method of Claim 14, wherein said step of selecting said at least one 
available ASP comprises selecting a basic ASP that performs services utilized 
with said document type selection received. 

Claim 16. The method of Claim 15, further comprising: 

creating a document profile based on said document type selection 
received; and 
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storing said document profile in association with said user identifier in a 
memory which is local to a processing device. 

Claim 17. The method of Claim 2, wherein said step of selecting said at least one 
available ASP comprises selecting a special service ASP for providing special 
services independently offered by said special service ASP. 

Claim 18. The method of Claim 17, wherein said step of selecting a special service 
ASP comprises: 

receiving a request for a special service from said user via said 
communications network; and 

locating in a memory, said special service ASP associated with the special 
service request received. 

Claim 19. The method of Claim 2, wherein said step of receiving an ASP transaction 
request from said user and transmitting instructions for performing said 
transaction requested are performed via the Internet. 

Claim 20. A computer readable storage medium containing program instructions for 
execution on a computer system, which when executed by the computer system, 
cause the computer system to perform the steps recited in any one of Claims 2, 3, 
and 6-19. 
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Claim 22. A system comprising; 

a memory device having embodied therein, data related to managing applications 
service provider (ASP) transactions between an ASP and an ASP user; and 

a processor in communication with said memory device, wherein said processor is 
configured to receive an ASP transaction request by receiving a user identifier from said 
user via a communications network, said processor being further configured to: 

determine whether a document profile exists for said user identifier received, said 
document profile indicating at least one available ASP configured to perform document 
management; 

send to said user a document manager interface screen based on said 
determination of whether a document profile exists, said document manager interface 
screen indicating the at least one available ASP indicated by the document profile; 

select said at least one available ASP for processing said transaction request from 
said document manager interface screen; and 

transmit instructions for performing said transaction request, via said 
communications network, to said selected ASP which uses said instructions to perform 
said transaction request. 

Claim 24. The system of Claim 23, wherein said processor is configured to send said 
document manager interface screen by sending an interface screen including a 
document profile menu that lists said document profile located in said memory. 



I 
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Claim 26. The system of Claim 25, wherein said processor is configured to select 
said at least one available ASP by selecting a basic ASP using said document 
profile selection received. 

Claim 28. The system of Claim 22, wherein said processor is configured to 

determine whether a document profile exists by determining that a document 
profile does not exist by searching a memory which is local to a processing device 
which determines whether a document profile exists. 

Claim 29. The system of Claim 28, wherein said processor is configured to send said 
document manager interface screen by sending an interface screen including a 
document type menu. 

Claim 31. The system of Claim 30, wherein said processor is configured to select 
said at least one available ASP by selecting a basic ASP that performs typical 
services utilized with said document type selection received. 

Claim 32. The system of Claim 30, wherein said processor is further configured to: 
create a document profile based on said document type selection received; and 
store said document profile in association with said user identifier in said local 
memory. 
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Claim 34. The system of Claim 33, wherein said processor is further configured to: 
send, in response to receiving said document consultation request, said 

document manager interface screen including a document type menu to said user 

via said communications network; 

generate a document type selection from a user input to said document 

type menu; and 

receive said document type selection via said communications network. 

Claim 35. The system of Claim 34, wherein said processor is configured to select 
said at least one available ASP by selecting a basic ASP that performs services 
utilized with said document type selection received. 

Claim 36. The system of Claim 35, wherein said processor is further configured to: 
create a document profile based on said document type selection received; 

and 

store said document profile in association with said user identifier in a 
memory. 

Claim 37. The system of Claim 22, wherein said processor is configured to select 
said at least one available ASP by selecting a special service ASP for providing 
special services independently offered by said special service ASP. 
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Claim 38. The system of Claim 37, wherein said processor is configured to select a 
special service ASP by: 

receiving a request for a special service from said user via said 
communications network; and 

locating in a memory, said special service ASP associated with the special 
service request received. 

Claim 39: The system of Claim 22, wherein said processor is configured to receive 
said ASP transaction request from said user and transmit instructions for 
performing said transaction requested via the Internet. 

Claim 40: A system for managing applications service provider (ASP) transactions 
between an ASP and an ASP user, comprising: 

means for receiving an ASP transaction request including a user identifier 
from said user via a communications network; 

means for determining whether a document profile exists for said user 
identifier received, said document profile indicating at least one available ASP 
configured to perform document management; 

means for sending to said user a document manager interface screen based 
on said determination of whether a document profile exists, said document 
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manager interface screen indicating the at least one available ASP indicated by 
the document profile; 

means for selecting the at least one available ASP for processing said 
transaction request from said document manager interface screen; and 

means for transmitting instructions for performing said transaction 
request, via said communications network, to said selected ASP which uses said 
instructions to perform said transaction request. 

Claim 43. The system of Claim 42, wherein said means for sending a document 
manager interface screen comprises means for sending an interface screen 
including a document profile menu that lists said document profile located in said 
local memory. 

Claim 45: The system of Claim 44, wherein said means for selecting said at least 
one available ASP comprises means for selecting a basic ASP using said 
document profile selection received. 

Claim 50: The system of Claim 49, wherein said means for selecting said at least one 
available ASP comprises means for selecting a basic ASP that performs typical 
services utilized with said document type selection received. 



Claim 51: 



The system of Claim 49, further comprising: 
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means for creating a document profile based on said document type 
selection received; and 

means for storing said document profile in association with said user 
identifier in a local memory. 

Claim 53: The system of Claim 52, further comprising: 

means for sending, in response to receiving said document consultation 
request, said document manager interface screen including a document type menu 
to said user via said communications network; 

means for generating a document type selection from a user input to said 
document type menu; and 

means for receiving said document type selection via said communications 
network. 

Claim 54: The system of Claim 53, wherein said means for selecting said at least 
one available ASP comprises means for selecting a basic ASP that performs 
services utilized with said document type selection received. 



Claim 55: The system of Claim 54, further comprising: 

means for creating a document profile based on said document type 
selection received; and 
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means for storing said document profile in association with said user 
identifier in a local memory. 

(b) Claim 5 has been cancelled. 
5 REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE: 

Claims 2, 3, 6-20, 22-40, and 42-55 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art does not expressly teach or render obvious the invention as recited 
in independent claims 2, 22, and 40. 

The features as recited in independent claims 2, 22, and 40 "sending to the user a 
document manager interface screen based on the determination of whether a document 
profile exists, the document manager interface screen indicating the at least one 
available ASP indicated by the document profile; and transmitting instructions for 
performing the transaction request, via the communications network, to the selected ASP 
which uses the instructions to perform the transaction request'\ when taken in the 
context of the claims as a whole, was not uncovered in the prior art teachings. 



Application/Control Number: 09/839,263 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2194 

Nor were references uncovered that would have provided a basis of evidence for 
asserting a motivation that one of ordinary skill level in the art at the time the invention 
was made, knowing of a method for selecting an application service provider 
in this specific environment, would have integrated or modified to teach the method for 
. managing applications service provider (ASP) transactions between an ASP and an ASP 
user with the specific features as recited in the context of independent claims 2, 22, and 
40. 

Dependent claims are allowed as they depend upon allowable independent claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VAN H. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3765. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30AM - 
6:00PM. The examiner can also be reached on alternative Friday. If attempts to reach the 
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examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, WILLIAM 
THOMSON can be reached at (571) 272-3718. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for patents 



P O Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Van H. Nguyen 

Patent Examiner, AU 2194 



